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Congratulations to MPH Students and Faculty on being awarded a CMC 

Community Health Foundation Grant for their Community LIFT Project! 

Congratulations to Naomi Bannis, Marie Bondy, and Abrianna 
Taylor on finishing 42 credits of coursework including community 
engagement, service-learning, and an individual Applied Practice 
Experience at a public health agency.  If you're interested in an 
MPH from APSU, you can learn more about the program and   
application process here or reach out to the Program Director,  
Dr. Kadi Bliss (blissk@apsu.edu).  
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The Community LIFT (Literacy Initiative for Fostering Thinkers) project aims to improve early childhood 
literacy and health literacy among children enrolled in Head Start of Clarksville- Montgomery County by 
offering reading training to the children and their families and by installing and stocking Little Free    
Libraries at each Head Start of Clarksville- Montgomery County location.  This project is part of a service
-learning experience offered within the Austin Peay State University (APSU) Master of Public Health 
(MPH) program, where students take a series of three courses aimed at impacting health outcomes in 
the community through meaningful partnerships. During the courses, students write a grant and then 
plan, implement, and evaluate the program, all while practicing interprofessional collaboration with the 
community partners. Valued community partners for this project include Head Start of Clarksville- 
Montgomery County, Imagination Library of Montgomery County, Clarksville-Montgomery County 
School System, Habitat for Humanity of Montgomery County, TN, APSU's Community Engagement and 
Sustainability Office, and APSU Eriksson College of Education faculty member Dr. Bing Xiao. 

MPH Student & Faculty 

win Poster Competition 
As part of the Rural Health Association 
of Tennessee's 30th Annual             
Conference, APSU MPH student 
Gracelyn Eaves, along with Drs. Bliss 
and Nolting won the 10th Annual   
Virtual Poster Competition in the   
Faculty category.  
The poster title is "A Phenomenologi-
cal Investigation of Time to        
Presentation, Diagnosis, and         
Treatment for Indiana Farmers with 
Prostate Cancer," which can be found 
at the following link, along with the 
other category winners and poster 
entries:  
Click Here to View Posters 

@APSUPublicHealth Socials 
Follow our social media pages 
for job announcements, public 
health events, and student, 
faculty, and partner highlights! 

https://www.apsu.edu/hhp/graduate-degrees/mph/index.php
mailto:blissk@apsu.edu
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https://rhat.mclms.net/en/package/6103/course/29482/view?fbclid=IwY2xjawIPkzNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHTyuqX1UaPA6Slp3z-YPPUpHj-1aH55knJ9RA_xuxeAIShhF0MqdKU04ow_aem_Vt1lOSv1x1ZXaLD1y_AQaA#course-content


Did you Know? 

APHA has a public health career center with all types of 
Public Health jobs to explore. Check it out. 

Public Health Career Mart 

Professional Organization Clubhouse 
Stay current. Following your professional           
organizations will give you a boost. Click the     
logos below to read the latest news! 

 

@APSUPUBLICHEALTH  

Ace the CHES Exam 
NCHEC has insights, study strategies, and resources for success. 

Click here to check it out.  
You can still register for the April CHES Exam until 2/28/25. 

Spring Exam dates are April 23-May 2, 2025 
 

Study Abroad Opportunity on the Horizon 

Eta Sigma Gamma is a national honorary in the public health field 
that recognizes students for their academic achievements and    
provides an opportunity to meet other public health students and 
gain experiences in service, teaching, research, and advocacy.     
Contact Dr. Bliss for an application (blissk@apsu.edu).   

ESG Applications                   
due Feb 10th!! 

Join Eta Sigma Gamma! 
Last fall, APSU Public Health students had the incredible opportunity 

to learn from Dr. Karina Vargas Valdebenito, a trauma surgeon from 

Universidad de Chile. During her presentation, “A Global Perspective 

on Public Health and Medicine in Chile,” Dr. Vargas Valdebenito 

shared valuable insights into Chile's public health history, healthcare 

system, and public health challenges, specifically highlighting the 

high rates of gall bladder cancer and disease in Chile. 

 

And we’re excited for our students to gain even more firsthand   

experience with the Chilean public health system during the 2026 

study abroad trip led by Dr. Kadi Bliss, Paola Zurita Valdebenito, 

and Dr. Tyler Nolting! 

We invite you to listen to an episode of Frankly Speaking with Tyra G    
featuring Drs. Bliss and Nolting and those of the Mt. Olive Cemetery     
Historical Preservation Society that focuses on antiracism and public 
health: Click here for the episode. 
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