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* Purpose: Determine the essential
characteristics needed for a universal
healthcare system in the U.S.

* Why important?
* U.S. moving from market to more government

intervention and provision with Affordable Care
Act

* ACA survived attempts to sabotage it
lm pOrta nce American Attitudes Changing
* Polling shows less resistance to government

* More acceptance of Medicare and Veterans
Administration '

* Medicare for All taken seriously in political arena

Purpose and
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Definition of universal healthcare and
approaches

* World Health Organization definition has three components
* Ensure access for all
* Sufficient quality
* Users not exposed to financial hardships

Two Approaches Applied to Discover Characteristics

1. Examine models and select characteristics
2. Examine rankings and select best system

Rankings approach reveals two findings

Highly ranked systems meeting WHO definition vary in many
characteristics

*The U.S. as a market system is an outlier in world rankings and
does not, cannot, meet WHO definition
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Findings from Models Approach

* Congress must enact law to ensure right to healthcare

* Embedding right to healthcare as Constitutional Amendment difficult
but ensures long term stability and avoids sabotage (like ACA)

* Using state-based model, i.e. state by state, will only perpetuate
existing fragmented, uncoordinated, and costly system

Key Characteristic: Single Payer

* Dominant feature from examining models and rankings is Single
Payer.

* Ensures ability for government to control the access to care, quality of
care, and ensure no financial hardship on users

* Single payer ensures ability to control prices, determine
reimbursement, and decide mix of government and private providers



Service Delivery

* Providers can be mix of government and private providers and still
meet WHO criteria

* No dominant optimum mix among high ranking systems

* Factors affecting mix of government and private providers
* Attitude toward government
* More cost savings with government
* Maintaining and gradually adjusting existing user/provider relations

Conclusion and Summary

* Single payer is the key characteristic
* Must move from market to single payer
* Congress must enact right to healthcare as law

* |deally embed right to healthcare as Constitutional Amendment for
long term stability

* Service delivery can be mix of private and government providers

10/31/2023



10/31/2023

References

* {1} American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), “Healthcare for all: A framework for moving to a primary care-based health care system in the
United States,” https://www.aafp.org/aout/policies/healthth-care-for-all.htm

* {2} P. Arno, and P. Caper, “Medicare for all: The social transformation of U.S. health care,” Health Affairs Forefront,
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.202000319.920962/ 2020.

« {3}S. Butler, “Achieving an equitable national health system for America,” Brookings, https://www.brookings.edu/research/achieving-an-equitable-
national-health-system-for-america

¢ {4} Commonwealth Fund, “How does universal healthcare coverage work?” https://commonwealth-fund.org/international-health-policy-

center/system-features/how-does-universal-health-coverage-wor

« {5} Commonwealth Fund, “U.S. ranks last among seven countries on healthcare performance measures,”
Commonwealthfund.org/publications/newsletter-article

« {6} B. DiJulio, J. Firth, and M. Brodie, “Kaiser poll: 58% of Americans support Medicare for all,” Kaiser Health Family Foundation Kaiser Health Tracking
Poll, https://pnhp.org/news/kaiser-pol|58-of—americans-suport-medicare-for-LHLZOIS.

* {7} Kaiser Family Foundation, “Public opinion on single-payer, national health plans, and expanding access to Medicare coverage,”
https://kfforg/slideshow/public-opinion-on-single-payer-national-health-plans-and-expanding -access-to-Medicare-coverage/ 2020.

* {8} M. Kreidler, “Why do people hate universal healthcare? It turns out-they don’t,” Capital and Main, http//capitalandmain.com/why-do-people-hate-
universal-healthcare-it-turns-out-they-don’t. 2021.

* {9}J. Meyer, “Forging a realistic path to universal coverage,” Health Affairs.org., 2019.

* {10} G.A. Moore, “Determining the effect of the Trump administration's erosion of the Affordable Care Act on Americans needing healthcare,” Test
Engineering and Management, Vol. 83, Issue March-April, ISSN: 0193-4120, Page No. 15598-15604, 2020.

References

* {11} G.A. Moore, “Why universal healthcare is a trend in the U.S.,” International Journal of Academic Business World, Spring,
Volume 12, Issue 1, p. 103, 2018.

* {12} T.R. Reid, “Sick around the World” video. Frontline. Pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/sickaroundtheworld/ 2008.
« {13} D. Rosenbloom, “The precarious path to universal health coverage,” Human Rights Magazine, Volume 45, No.4. Health

Matters in Elections. https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/health/matters-in-
elections/the precarious-path-to-universal-health-coverage/ 2020.

* {14} M. Singh, “California could become first state to offer universal healthcare to residents,” The Guardian,
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022jan/11/california-universal-healthcare-bill-residents.2022.

« {15} Statistica, Statistica.com/statistics/1290168/heatlh-index-of-coutries-worldwide-by-health-index-score/ 2021.

* {16} World Health Organization (WHO), Universal Health Coverage, Available online:
https://www.who.int/healthsystems/universalhealthcoverage/en/

« {17} World Population Review, “Best healthcare in the world,” .com/country-rankings/best-healthcare-in-the-world, 2022.

. #18} J.Yi, “More states are proposing single-payer healthcare. Why aren’t they succeeding?” FiveThirtyEight,
ivethirtyeight.com/features/more-states-are-proposing-single-payer-health-care-why-arent-they-succeeding, 2022.

* {19} G, Zieff, Z. Kerr, J. Moore, and L. Stoner, “Universal healthcare in the United States of America: A healthy debate,” Medicina,
https://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7692272/, 2020.



https://www.aafp.org/aout/policies/healthth-care-for-all.html
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.202000319.920962/
https://commonwealth-fund.org/international-health-policy-center/system-features/how-does-universal-health-coverage-work
https://pnhp.org/news/kaiser-poll58-of-americans-suport-medicare-for-all/
https://kfforg/slideshow/public-
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_h
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022jan/11/california-universal-healthcare-bill-residents
https://www.who.int/healthsystems/universalhealthcoverage/en/
https://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7692272/

