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I. Name of Program: Special Education- Undergraduate K-12 Comprehensive and 

Modified.   

 

II.  Reviewer: Gina Grogan (chair), Committee Members: Larry Lowrance, Moniquka Gold, 

Erin Lynch 

 

III.  Program Description: 

 

The Martha Dickerson Eriksson College of Education offers a baccalaureate degree in 

special education.  This degree is a dual licensure in Comprehensive and Modified.  The 

degree prepares graduates to work with children from ages 3 to 22 who have 

mild/moderate or severe/profound disabilities. This is currently the only dual degree in 

special education offering licensure in both Comprehensive and Modified by any state 

institution in Tennessee.   

 

Our special education program strives to prepare future teachers for professional duties 

through standards based practices.  By aligning the Council for Exceptional Children 

Initial Level Special Educator Preparation Standards with the Austin Peay State 

University Professional Education Standards and NCATE Standards, the department is 

able to provide an education that is well rounded and thorough.  Data collected on an 

ongoing basis by the Martha Dickerson Eriksson College of Education is reviewed 

systemically and used to drive decision making that will allow stakeholders to revise 

instructional practices as needed.   

 

IV. Changes in Program 

 

Follow-up surveys show that overall students are very satisfied with the special education 

licensure program.  A breakdown of the follow-up survey of graduates indicates that the 

program should make changes to improve in four areas.  All of these areas were scored as 

2.5 with 3 being very satisfied and 2 being satisfied.   

 

- I can create learning environments that foster cultural understanding, safety, and 

emotional well being, as well as positive interactions and active engagement of 

students with exceptional learning characteristics.   

- I can use assessment data of normative and authentic type from a variety of 

professionals and instruments that bring information to bear on how well a child can 

learn and is learning in the classroom.   

- I seek advice from others and draw on education research scholarship to improve my 

practice.  



- I use current technologies and other resources to promote student learning in 

mathematics.   

 

The reviewer recommends that those teaching special education courses for the Martha 

Dickerson Eriksson College of Education meet to discuss the courses in which those 

three areas should be addressed.  Also, a plan should be made to support those areas of 

need in other courses offered in the program.   

 

There are anticipated changes to the undergraduate program as the state of Tennessee 

plans changes for special education teacher certification.  These changes are expected to 

be new licensure categories of special education k-6, special education 7-12 with a 

content focus, and comprehensive.   

 

 

V. Program Strengths 

 

Data collected by the Martha Dickerson Eriksson College of Education show that 100% 

of students in the special education licensure program passed the Special Education: Core 

Knowledge & Mild to Moderate Applications and the Special Education: Core 

Knowledge & Severe to Profound Applications Praxis exams on the first attempt in the 

fall of 2012 and spring of 2013.  This is an improvement from last year’s scores when 

multiple attempts were made by some students to pass those specific Praxis exams.   

 

VI. Program Weaknesses 

  

Exit surveys from clinical teaching show that the special education program had the 

lowest scores in fall and spring in two areas: 1). Demonstrate a thorough understanding 

of the content you teach, and 2). Organize, prepare students for, and monitor independent 

and group work that allows for the full and varied participation of all individuals.   

 

Additionally, of the 10 candidates registered for EDUC 3070 as special education majors, 

two (2) of those did not make Milestone II due to failing Praxis I, and two (2) failed to 

meet Milestone II due to a low GPA.   

 

VII.   Assessment of Candidates 

 

ETS results for program licensure in the fall of 2012 reflect a 100% pass rate on the first 

attempt for tests in the areas of Special Education: Core Knowledge & Severe to 

Profound Applications (0545) and Special Education: Core Knowledge & Mild to 

Moderate Applications (0543).   

 

ETS results for program licensure in the spring of 2013 reflect a 100% pass rate on the 

first attempt for tests in the areas of Special Education: Core Knowledge & Severe to 

Profound Applications (0545) and Special Education: Core Knowledge & Mild to 

Moderate Applications (0543).   

 



Milestone data shows that, in the fall of 2012, one student passed Milestone III.  In the 

spring of 2013, four students passed Milestone II.   Analysis of Milestone IV Portfolio 

Review data for the 2012-2013 academic year ranks all nine participants as exceeding the 

seven standards.   

 

IX. Assessment of Program Operations 

Graduation totals for 2006 through 2012 show that the graduation rate of students 

enrolled in the undergraduate special education program are higher in 2010-2011 than in 

previous or preceding years.  Efforts should be made to determine if a rationale for this 

increased rate can be determined and, if possible, duplicated. 

 

Exit surveys suggest that students are satisfied to very satisfied with the quality of the 

degree program as evidenced by scores ranging from 2.6 to 3.0 on a 3.0 scale. Students 

were consistent in rating two areas with the lowest scores in both the fall and spring.  

Those categories are: 1). Demonstrate a thorough understanding of the content you teach, 

and 2). Organize, prepare students for, and monitor independent and group work that 

allows for the full and varied participation of all individuals.   

 

Special education students often struggle with teaching core content to students due to a 

lack of courses in their teacher preparation program in subject specific areas such as 

higher-level mathematics and science.  With possible changes in special education 

teacher licensure in the state of Tennessee, it is recommended that efforts be made to 

address this issue when programs are revised and developed.   

 

Graduate follow-up surveys indicate that students are very satisfied, a rating of three (3), 

in nine of 13 categories, and gave an overall rating of satisfaction as 3.0, very satisfied. .  

A breakdown of the follow-up survey of graduates indicates that the program should 

make changes to improve in four areas.  All of these areas were scored as 2.5 with 3 

being very satisfied and 2 being satisfied.   

 

- I can create learning environments that foster cultural understanding, safety, and 

emotional well being, as well as positive interactions and active engagement of 

students with exceptional learning characteristics.   

- I can use assessment data of normative and authentic type from a variety of 

professionals and instruments that bring information to bear on how well a child can 

learn and is learning in the classroom.   

- I seek advice from others and draw on education research scholarship to improve my 

practice.  

- I use current technologies and other resources to promote student learning in 

mathematics.   

 

Two of these areas received the lowest scores on the 2011-2012 surveys as well.  Those 

are 1). I can use assessment data of normative and authentic type from a variety of 

professions and instruments that bring information to bear on how well a child can learn 

and is learning in the classroom, and 2).  I use current technologies and other resources to 

promote student learning in mathematics.   



It is recommended that special attention be given to addressing these issues in SPED 

3350 (Diagnostic Assessment), and SPED 4390 (Assistive Technology) as well as 

incorporating these topics into other special education courses.   

 

X. Summary of Proposed Changes 

Changes proposed in the special education degree program include:  

- Instructors of special education courses for the Martha Dickerson Eriksson College of 

Education should meet to discuss changes in course content to support those areas 

ranked lowest on exit and graduate surveys 

- Efforts will be made to address areas of concern of students who have recently exited 

the program as possible revisions and development of programs take place in 

preparation of the potential special education teacher licensure changes in the state of 

Tennessee.   

- Changes will be made in the curriculum of SPED 3350 (Diagnostic Assessment), and 

SPED 4390 (Assistive Technology) to incorporate more learning opportunities in the 

areas of assessment data of normative and authentic type assessment as well as 

current technologies and other resources to promote student learning in mathematics.   

- Efforts will be made to determine if a rationale for higher numbers of graduates 

majoring in special education in 2010-2011 can be determined and, if possible, 

duplicated. 

 

 

XI. Assessment System 

The reviewer has no recommendations for how the Teacher Education Unit Assessment 

System can be changed to provide more meaningful and useful evidence regarding 

candidate performance and program operations.     

 

 

 


