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AY 2024-2025 Undertakings and Achievements
• 2024 FCAM
• CAFE Newsletter
• Faculty Excellence in Action

• CAFE Calendar
• First-Year Faculty (FYF) cohort
• January sessions
• Campus-wide collaborations 
• GovsGive fundraising results
• Website updates
• Social media presence
• and more!



CAFE Newsletter
• Total of 18 newsletters from August 28th through April 30th

• Unique remarks and updates for each issue
• Every other Wednesday at 8:30am
• Inside Higher-Ed article
• Spotlighting APSU Award Winners, CAFE Advisory Board 

members
• Publicizing all faculty-centric programming across campus
• Probably the most visible thing we do



Faculty Excellence in Action
• Faculty Excellence in Action

”A place devoted to celebrating the achievements of our APSU 
faculty colleagues”

• 64 faculty members featured from every College
• Blurbs celebrating and distilling their achievements with 

hyperlinks to their articles, books, conference, etc.
• Pictures of them at presentations, in the field, etc.
• Demonstrating just how active our faculty are in Area 2
• Coordination with College Directors of Communication



CAFE Calendar
• CAFE Calendar

All faculty-centric programming in one place that can be directly 
imported into your Outlook calendar

• https://www.apsu.edu/academic-affairs/faculty/cafe/calendar.php
• Created and released in September 2024
• Provided with the knowledge that emails with 

events/details/information get lost or overlooked, so having this 
bookmarked resource specifically for faculty events has helped them 
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2024-2025 FYF Faculty program
• First-Year Faculty content and curriculum each week 

in the Library Conference Room, Mondays 3-4:30pm

• All First-Year Faculty received a copy of:
• The Essential College Professor: A Practical Guide 

to an Academic Career, by Jeffrey Buller (2009)
• APSU Leather Executive Portfolio Organizer

• Presentations by a full slate of APSU Offices, 
Directors, Deans, Specialists, etc.

• April reception with mentors and Department Chairs



January sessions
• Monday, January 13

Cintas First Responder Training: Life-Threatening Emergency Bundle
with Paul D'Addario and Lawson Patten II, Cintas

• Tuesday, January 14
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) TN Crisis Intervention Training
with Kim Rush King, CIT Senior Manager

• Wednesday, January 15
Full Spectrum Learning Session
"Understanding and Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) in Higher Education" 
with APSU's Emmanuel Mejeun, Director of Full Spectrum Learning

• Thursday, January 16
Green Zone Training
with APSU's Jasmin Linares, Assistant VP for Military & Veterans Affairs

• Friday, January 17
Safe Zone Training
with APSU's Zac Moore, Assistant Director of Student Life & Engagement



Increased CAFE Social Media Presence

Instagram – @apsucafe_fac
Facebook - @APSU Center for 
Advancement of Faculty Excellence

Huge increase in content and 
engagement across our social 
media platforms



Collaborative efforts spanning the campus



GovsGive fundraising results

2024 - $500 raised

2025 - $3,396 raised



More CAFE Visibility and move to McCord

CAFE Event Sign

CAFE Door Sign



The last two weeks – so great! :) 
• Trainings and sessions for New Faculty

• two Part-Time Instructor trainings (on Zoom and in-person)
• First-Year Faculty trainings – Distance Ed, Watermark, HR, 

Green Zone training, Kristen Butler, OIC, Library, IT, etc.
• Luncheon with Academic Affairs
• Get-to-Know Clarksville Fair & Food Trucks
• I have many Clarksville Community Guides left from the Clarksville 

Chamber of Commerce if anyone would like one!

• Mentor training for those assigned to full-time tenure-track 
faculty and select full-time 3-year instructor lines



• Alex Adams, CoBHS Rep – returning
• Wes Atkinson, CoAL and Associate Dean Rep – returning
• Susan Cockrell, CoB Rep – returning
• Lindsey Gilmore, Student Affairs Rep – new this year
• Charles Gonzalez, CoE & Associate Dean Rep – returning
• Mickey Hepner, Ex-Officio Dean of CoB Rep – returning
• Andrew Kostakis, CoAL Rep – returning
• Andrea Lee, CoE Rep – new this year
• Mike Olson, Distance Ed – new this year
• Amy Thompson, Chair Rep – new this year
• Niranga Wickramarathne, CoSTEM – new this year
• LaNeeça Williams, Ex-Officio Chief of Institutional Culture – returning
• Kekebe Wordofa, Library – new this year

Grad Assistant: Sarah Barry, MM Voice candidate – new this year

CAFE Advisory Board Roster



Faculty Conference and Annual Meeting Schedule
•Very full days of Conference sessions on:

•RSI, Trauma-Informed Teaching, Interdisciplinary Curriculum, 
Supporting Students in Crisis, Creating OERs, Enhancing 
Collaboration, Media Tools for Teaching, Assessment, AI Literacy, 
Increasing Accessibility, and more!

•Then:
•Student Affairs Reorganization – Thursday, August 14th
•Distance Education Updates – Thursday, August 14th
•Academic Affairs Updates – Thursday, August 14th

•Mentor/Mentee luncheon – Thursday, August 14th 
•Convocation & University Luncheon – Monday, August 18th

•RTP Updates – Monday, August 18th

•Have breakfast with us on Thursday, August 14th provided by 
Career Services – thank you! J



AI-devoted programming 

Wednesday, August 20th

Lunch provided by 
Academic Affairs

Have you registered for the free-to-you 
course through Auburn University?



FLP for 2025-2026



2025 Keynote Speakers

Cindy Nebel, PhD (left) and Megan Sumeracki, PhD (right)

50 books purchased and given to faculty



CAFE at APSU
• How can CAFE support you in 2025-2026?  

• What programming are you craving?
• Brainstorming session



I appreciate your support!
• I’m really enjoying this role J
• I’m very proud of what we achieved this past year and am looking forward to a great 

upcoming academic year with all of you!

Please be in touch anytime! 
williamsjj@apsu.edu, cafe-fac@apsu.edu

x7648, MMC 322 & McCord 212
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