Standards of Practice

So what is a Standard of Practice?

The simplest answer to that question is found in the first word, standard.  In our case, we will establish some standards that will be used in our work.  This section is intended to serve as a general guidance concerning the many project related questions that will arise over time.  There are a few standards that are carved in stone.  These would include issues like fire code, HVAC standards, occupancy limites, etc.  Others are much less rigid such as paint colors, choices of plants and flowers in planters, etc.

Some issues like the amount of space granted to a person based upon their position will be less likely to change because they are a basis for planning, design and construction.  Other standards like paint colors are more flexible in order to maintain an aesthetically pleasing appearance  that can create a desired mood or enhance performance.

One of the important facets of a standard is the mutual understanding of the intent and purpose.  Using the example of paint color, by limiting the number of colors and types of paint we avoid long project delays caused by indecision, and let’s face it, when it comes to issues like colors, everyone has their own opinion and aren’t always willing to compromise.  So, in order to keep our projects moving forward, we create a reasonable limit on the number of choices and will insist on decisions be made by an agreed upon date.

So, there is a method to the madness at times but the important part is COMMUNICATION.  As long as we are talking to each other, we can eventually reach a standard.  It may not always be entirely agreed upon, but it will keep our process moving so we can eventually realize the benefit or our idea’s in the form of a project.

Submit Your Recommended Standard

It’s as easy as sending an email but before you get started, put on your thinking cap and go through this simple drill:

1. What is the particular standard you are recommending.
2. Why is this standard needed (cite some specific examples if you know any).
3. How often should this standard be reviewed to see if it still “fits”.
4. Who or whom would you recommend be part of the decision makers to review, refine and approve this standard?
5. Is there any opposition to your recommended standard; what is that opposition and why do you feel it is not relevant to the proposed standard?

BUTTON to “CURRENT STANDARDS”
