
 

From: Paula Short [Paula.Short@tbr.edu] 

Sent: Friday, January 22, 2010 1:21 PM 

To: faculty subcouncil 

Subject: FW: Passage of Higher Education Initiative 

 

Just saw this. 

 

Paula Myrick Short, Ph.D. 

Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

Tennessee Board of Regents 

1415 Murfreesboro Road 

Nashville, TN 37217 

615-366-4411 

paula.short@tbr.edu<mailto:paula.short@tbr.edu> 

www.tbr.edu 

From: David Gregory 

Sent: Friday, January 22, 2010 12:30 PM 

To: Presidents; TTC-Directors; Agenia Clark; Amiri al-Hadid; Bill Watkins; Commissioner Ken Givens; 

Commissioner Lana Seivers; Fran Marcum; Frank Barnett; Governor Phil Bredesen; Howard Roddy; Jonas 

Kisber; Judy Gooch; Leslie Pope; Noble Cody; Rich Rhoda; Robert P. Thomas; Sondra Wilson; Stanley 

Rogers 

Cc: Bob Adams; Chris Modisher; David Gregory; James King; Mary Morgan 

Subject: Passage of Higher Education Initiative 

 

Regents, Presidents, and Directors, 

 

The Tennessee General Assembly completed its work last night on Governor Bredesen’s higher education 

initiative called the “Complete College Tennessee Act of 2010”.  The bill has not been engrossed as yet 

with all amendments blended together, but I wanted to get something to you as quick as possible since I’m 

sure you will be receiving a number of questions about the bill.  I am attaching the amendments which 

make up the bill and have provided below a brief description of each section.  We will forward the 

engrossed bill (with all amendments blended together) when we receive it.  For now, this is the best that’s 

available.  In an effort to help everyone understand it, we have put it on the TBR website. Here is a link to 

the act, it’s amendments, and the summary on our website: 

http://www.tbr.edu/offices/generalcounsel.aspx?id=2790&ekmensel=e2f22c9a_892_1204_btnlink   After 

clicking on the link, look under State Laws, Regulations & Agencies. 

 

Many of you have been very helpful this past week with your time and expertise.  Thank you. 

 

David Gregory 

 

 

Section 1 – names the act the “Complete College Act of Tennessee Act of 2010” 

Section 2 – deleted language regarding tuition that was inserted elsewhere in the bill 

Section 3 - requires THEC to develop a statewide master plan that meets the goal of increasing educational 

attainment of Tennesseans, which includes approving institutional mission statements. It also requires the 

development of a new funding formula to incentivize outcomes to a greater degree across a range of 

variables, and it requires THEC to submit the funding formula and recommended tuition increases by 

December 1 each year 

Section 4 – requires the development by THEC of a 60 hour set of classes, 41 general education and 19 pre- 

major, that will be fully transferable by the Fall 2011 semester. This section explains that THEC will 

consider the views of chief academic officers and faculty senates in its determination and also that the 19 

pre-major hours can include elective courses. 

Section 5 – adds the members of the senate and house education and finance committees to the list of 

groups THEC must give an annual funding formula report 

https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=49b8593f5a4c44558d778fd3e2d6fa78&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tbr.edu
https://owa.apsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=49b8593f5a4c44558d778fd3e2d6fa78&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tbr.edu%2foffices%2fgeneralcounsel.aspx%3fid%3d2790%26ekmensel%3de2f22c9a_892_1204_btnlink


Section 6 – provides for the dual admission of a student in both a two-year and a four-year institution if the 

student meets the requirements of both institutions 

Section 7 – provides that four-year institutions shall not offer remedial or developmental courses, but it 

allows for a four-year institution to partner with a two-year institution to provide such education 

Section 8 – requires the TBR in consultation with THEC to create a unified system of community colleges 

to be known as the Tennessee community college system 

Section 9 – sets goal of UT/ ORNL project 

Section 10 – explains that nothing in the law affects the federal law governing ORNL’s management and 

operation 

Section 11 – recognizes Memphis Research Consortium 

Section 12 – requires THEC to submit a side-by-side comparison of the projected funding each institution 

would receive under both the old and the new formulas 

Section 13 – (Deleted) - Would have required a study between TBR and TN Labor and Workforce 

Development to determine the feasibility of the TBR managing adult education 

Section 14 – (Deleted) - Would have required TBR to conduct a study of the feasibility of residential 

facilities at community colleges 

Section 15 - (Deleted) - Would have required that the comptroller of the treasury shall audit the TBR, UT, 

and TBR 

Section 16 – (New Section 13) –Severability Clause 

Section 17 – (New Section 14) – Effective upon passage 

Unnumbered New Section – Allows the comptroller of the treasury to audit TBR, THEC, and UT 

 

 


