CAT-TAIL
Iypha latifolia L.

Almost everyone 1s familiar with this
inhabitant of ditches, ponds, and
swamps. The long basal leaves are
abaui an inch wide and crowded at the
base of the stem. Thousands of smal
pistillate flowers make up the “cat-tail”
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abowe them in a slender spike. These
fMowers disappear when the pollen
matures, leaving only the female
flowers. Plants often are over three feei
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but are conspicuocus throughouo
sumemer-autumen. The family includes
only onc genus and a few species
distributed throughout the temperate
and tropical world [Typhaceas, the
Cat-Tail Family),



