
2009-2010 Annual Program Review Report 
Reading Specialist Program 

  
  
Information for this report was gathered from Reading faculty, information from 
graduates of the program, portfolio reviews and ETS Praxis scores.  
  
  
1. Assessment of Candidates  
  
The program has moved from having the Comprehensive Examination and the 

presentation of the Practicum results (Reading 5860) for the final evaluation of 

candidates completing the program. Presently, Praxis scores, for the Reading Specialist 

licensure, Milestone review of the Live Text Portfolio, a formal presentation of the 

Practicum results, a review of the students course grades and GPA are now used for the 

evaluation of the candidates seeking a Master’s in Reading and the Reading Specialist 

licensure.  

Students have been taking the Praxis, at the end of their program course work, since fall 

2006. Seven students have taken the test and six have passed with a score much higher 

than the required score of 510. During the 2009-2010 year, seven students completed the 

Master’s course work. Three of the seven have taken the Praxis and surpassed the 

necessary required score. The scores range from 590 to 600. The candidate not passing 

the test the previous year retook the test and received a passing score. 

 

The highest score received by a student, to date, is 720 and the lowest is 500. Twenty- 

five students have completed the program course work/degree between fall 2006 to 

summer 2010. Contact will be made with students who have not taken the Praxis test as 

of mid-September 2010 to encourage them to do so. 

 

Students are successfully completing the Milestone reviews as evidenced by the chart on 

p.32 of the Data Retreat for 2010. During 2009-2010, three students completed Milestone 

ll and seven completed Milestone lll. The students received exceeds or acceptable on15 

of the16 standards. No one scored developing, unacceptable, or unavailable. Standard 4 

was the only standard that recorded 50% exceeds and 50% acceptable. The other 

standards had 83% or 66% exceeds or acceptable. 

 

The Practicum results and Live Text presentations show the candidates understand the 

standards, how to include them in their teaching, and knowledge about the relationship of 

artifacts to standards. They have also shown improvement in using and connecting 

technology to the standards and teaching.  

 

A graduate program survey for the Master of Arts in Reading was administered but since 

was completed by only two students it is difficult to reap useable information from the 

report. 

 



Presently, six graduates have moved into literacy specific positions. These include 

specialized reading teachers and a literacy coach. These are positions that require a 

Master’s degree in reading. However, the majority of the students are teaching in the 

positions they had prior to receiving the master’s and reading licensure. Most are 

teaching in K-5 classrooms with a few in middle school. It is difficult to keep in touch 

with some of the graduates because they are associated with Ft. Campbell and they move 

out of state and out of the country more than the students not having a connection with 

the military. 

 

Recent Changes 

 

Students have developed materials for use with paraprofessionals while taking Reading 

5850. The material is shared with the paraprofessionals while completing Reading 5860. 

 

Students have visited intervention programs while taking Reading 5850. 

 

More students are taking the reading courses that focus on secondary or content reading. 

 

Key assessments have been identified for the reading courses. 

 

Special sessions, with the graduate coordinator and course professor have been held to 

help students prepare their portfolios. Topics include: appropriate and necessary artifacts, 

being reflective, working with paraprofessionals and other topics mentioned by the 

students. 

 

A cohort group was developed spring 2010 and implemented fall 2010. Instruction is held 

at an off campus site to facilitate the needs and schedules of the students. Fifteen students 

are enrolled and attending the initial course. 

 

Twenty-one other students are enrolled in the initial course of the program through main 

campus and seven others are further along in the program and meeting on campus. 

 

 

Future Activities 

Continue to keep abreast of the program graduates for the past five years. 

 

Continue to work toward increasing the number of students enrolled in the Master ‘s 

program that leads to acquiring the Reading Specialist licensure. 

 

Review all existing courses in the program, both required and electives, since the 

standards from the International Reading Association have changed as of fall 2010. The 

new standards are scheduled for presentation to NCATE fall 2010. 

 

Review Standard four portfolio artifacts to determine why the student scores were not as 

high as the other standards. 

 


