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Program Description 

 

Undergraduate students in the mathematics licensure program take a Mathematics Major that 

includes two courses that integrate content and pedagogy and require field placement.  They also 

take all but one course in the Education Minor.  The course omitted from the minor is EDUC 

4030 in educational technology.  The reasoning behind this omission is that students are required 

to take a course in computer programming that supports the major, that technology specific to 

mathematics is required throughout their program, and that the Tennessee Board of Regents caps 

the number of hours required for a degree. 

 

I. Assessment of Candidates  

 

Praxis Test Results: There were four students who completed the Secondary Mathematics 

Licensure in the 2009/2010 year.  All four passed the Praxis Mathematics Content exam, but 3 

had to repeat it. All four passed the pedagogy exam with no one needing to retake. 

 

Portfolio Review:  In Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 there were nine secondary mathematics 

students who submitted portfolios for Milestone II.  Seven of the nine passed.   

 

Clinical Teaching Evaluations:  Fourteen students were classified as MATH in the Clinical 

Teaching Evaluations.  On a scale of 0 to 3, with 3 being highest, the students' mean scores on 

the individual standards were all between 2 and 3.  The highest scores (2.93) were in IAI, general 

understanding of major concepts and IVG, creating an atmosphere of mutual respect.  The lowest 

score (2.00) was in IDI, making cross-discipline connections. 

 

Exit Survey from Clinical Teaching:  The two students who responded to the Clinical Teaching 

Exit Survey rated the program 3 or 4 on every question, indicating they felt very prepared (4) or 

adequately prepared (3).   

 

Actions With Respect To Portfolio Results:  Efforts continue to have mathematics education 

students assigned to the mathematics education faculty.     

 

Actions With Respect To The Praxis Tests:  Mathematics Education faculty will try to gather 

data from the individual student's Praxis Scores that break down the results by content area in a 

effort to determine ways to bolster their content knowledge. 



 

II. Assessment of Program Operations  

 

Recent program completers have indicated that they feel well-prepared to teach and list the 

MATH 4400 and 4200 as strengths of the program.  Criticisms dealt with a disconnect between 

their goals and courses in Education that seemed more focused on elementary education.  The 

Department of Teaching and Learning is addressing this with special sections of courses in the 

education minor that are strictly for secondary. 

 

III. Assessment System  

 

We would like to get Praxis data from the content test that specifies the areas of strength and 

weakness.  These data are recorded on the back of each student's report, but the licensure office 

has indicated it is too time-consuming to make those data available to us on a routine basis.  We 

would like to work with them in order to get this information.   

 

We need to have a follow-up survey specific to mathematics education that occurs at the end of 

student teaching and another at the end of the first year of teaching in order to garner more 

information about the strengths and weaknesses of the program. 

 

 


