
2008-2009 Annual Program Review  

Government  

I. Name of Program  Government 7-12 

 

II. Program Description 

The political science licensure program for 7-12 consists of 30 hours in political 

science, including four required courses and six upper level elective courses.  In 

addition, students are required to pass ECON 2010 (Macro Economics), GEOG 1020 

(Geography of Europe, the Americas, and Australia),  HIST 1210 and 1220 (World 

History), HIST 2010 and 2020 (American History), HIST 4950 (Teaching Social 

Studies in the Secondary Schools) and two upper level history courses so that our 

majors will also be certified to teach history.  Other endorsements may be added at a 

student’s discretion.  Students also complete the 23 hour education minor.  The total 

number of hours required for graduation is 120 hours. 

III. Changes in Program 

The only change in the program during the past year is in the Teaching Social 

Studies in the Secondary Schools course (HIST 4950).  The instructor for this course 

decided to divide the former course (HIST 4400) which had been used for students 

training to teach students in 7-12 into two different courses, one for middle school 

teachers and the other for high school teachers.   Since those certified for government 

teach only at the high school level, our majors take the course (HIST 4950) which is 

focused on high school teaching.  

The change was made in the methods course because students teaching at the high 

school and middle school levels reported that they faced different problems.  Splitting 

the original course into two courses for the different level of students permits more 

time and focus to be given to the challenges existing in each area. 

IV. Assessment of Candidates 

There were no candidates majoring in political science seeking endorsement this 

past year, so there is no performance to evaluate.  The previous year the passing rate 

for political science majors on the PRAXIS major test exceeded 90%.  The 

department believes that because of that record that it prepares its students well in the 

subject matter they will be teaching. 

Historically very few political science majors have pursued certification.  They find 

little enticement into the field of high school education because the state of Tennessee 

requires only one semester of government for graduation; the need for government 

teachers has simply not been large enough to allow students to focus on their primary 



interest in teaching.  Other career opportunities have been available for political 

science majors outside of education. 

V. Assessment of Program Operations 

The data which do exist on political science majors in the teacher certification 

program suggest that those students generally perform well.  The passage rate for the 

PRAXIS subject matter exam is high and I have not received any comments from the 

students or supervising teachers that the students were not well prepared for high school 

teaching. 

 


