
2008-2009 Annual Program Review Report 

French, Spanish, German, and Latin Programs 

 

 

I. Licensure Programs in Foreign Languages 

(French 7-12, German 7-12, Latin 7-12, Spanish 7-12, and Classics with a Latin Teaching 

Major 7-12. See attachment.) 

 

Program Reviewers  

 

Dr. Culley Carson-Grefe, APSU Professor of French and Spanish  

 

Dr. Norbert Puszkar, APSU Associate Professor of German  

 

Dr. Miguel Ruiz-Aviles, APSU Professor of Spanish  

 

Dr. Karen D. Sorenson, APSU Professor of French  

 

Dr. Timothy Winters, APSU Professor of Classics  

 

II. Program Description 

 

The Department of Languages and Literature at Austin Peay offers the following 

licensure programs in Foreign Languages: French (7-12), German (7-12), Latin (7-12), 

Spanish (7-12), and Classics with a Latin Teaching Major (7-12). These Foreign 

Language licensure programs share a common Foreign Language methods course (LING 

4400) and faculty resources. Students seeking licensure in French, German, and Latin 

must complete the prescribed upper-division coursework in the language, literature and 

civilization of the target language as well as two semesters (6-8 hours) of another 

language. Students seeking licensure in Spanish must complete the Foreign Languages 

Major:  Spanish Specialization, Option I: coursework in Spanish and Spanish American 

literature and civilization and Spanish language.  Students seeking licensure in Classics 

with a Latin Teaching Major must take the prescribed coursework in Classical Greek and 

Latin, including Classical Greek and Roman literature and civilization.  

 

In addition, all students seeking 7-12 licensure must complete the Professional Education 

minor; Educ 4610: Student Teaching (7-8); Educ 4710: Student Teaching (9-12); 4950: 

Seminar; and the appropriate Milestone requirements. Students seeking licensure in 

modern foreign languages are required to complete an intensive immersion experience in 

a country in which the target language is spoken. (See Tennessee Teacher Licensure 

Standards: Foreign Languages, 2001.)  

 

III. Changes in Program 

 

In order to avoid triggering reports that the Spanish major, a low-producing program, is 

endangered and may be abolished, the Spanish faculty initiated a name change that places 
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the Spanish major under the umbrella of the major in Foreign Languages.  The former 

Spanish major is now called Foreign Languages Major:  Spanish Specialization, Option I.  

This is the major required for licensure in Spanish; it was designed specifically to help 

students pass the PRAXIS by including the entire course sequence in both Spanish and 

Spanish American literature and civilization.  The other major in Spanish, which requires 

coursework in a second language, is designated as Option II. 

 

All beginning and intermediate Spanish classes now incorporate a graded interview or 

oral test in both semesters.  This reinforces the importance of speaking activities and 

helps students, starting in their very first semester of Spanish, to prepare for the PRAXIS 

Test of Productive Language Skills. 

 

In French, several changes have been introduced that should give the students a 

significantly better preparation in literature and history/civilization.  Instead of spending 

two semesters on history/civilization and two semesters on literature in alternate years, 

we now teach a four-course sequence: Approaches to French Literature, French Poetry, 

French Theatre, and French Fiction. The Approaches course will be offered every year, 

and a senior-level literature course (either one of the three genres or a special topics 

class) will be offered every semester.  The Civilization class is still available, and 

students are also required to take a course in European history offered by the Department 

of History and Philosophy, ensuring that the French history they learn will be in a broader 

context, rather than in isolation.  

 

There have been no significant changes in the German, Latin or Greek programs. 

 

In past years, due to small class enrollments, the Foreign Language methods course 

(LING 4400) has been offered once every two years. Starting this year we are offering it 

every year. By offering it on a yearly basis students should have already taken 

prerequisite education classes,  should be better prepared and therefore „get more out of‟ 

LING 4400. This Fall 2009 semester nine students are enrolled. 

 

IV. Assessment of Candidates  

 

Clinical teaching evaluation summary, disaggregated by program, Fall 2008 – 

Spring 2009. 

 

Student-teachers were evaluated by their mentor-teacher and their university supervisor. 

The rating scale was Not Observed (0), Unacceptable (1), Satisfactory (2), Outstanding 

(3). 

Student-teachers in Foreign Languages scored in all areas above (2) Satisfactory. 

However, we will continue to strive to equip our students with even better skills and 

knowledge to be more successful in the classroom.  

 

The general (not disaggregated by program) comparison of the past four years shows an 

improvement in almost all areas (54) except three (3) that showed a very small decrease.  
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The FL programs are exploring the possibility of creating exams for all relevant 

proficiency areas for Foreign Language majors to assess proficiency levels of students at 

the beginning of their course of study (typically at the beginning of the 2010 course). 

This should help us to identify weaknesses and strengths of individual students or the 

cohort in general, to advise students, and guide us in planning courses. 

 

The German licensure program at Austin Peay State University is relatively new. In 

2008-2009 one initial license was awarded in German. There are currently four 

undergraduate students with a major in Foreign Languages: German Specialization and a 

Professional Education Minor, one of whom has passed the PRAXIS test in German in 

Summer 2009 and is on track to graduate in December. In addition there are two recent 

graduates with a B.A. in Foreign Languages: Specialization German who are enrolled in 

the M.A.T. program at the College of Education with the goal of getting teaching 

licensure in German.  

 

According to the data on ETS Results Statistics (Data Retreat booklet, p.45), no candidate 

in French, German, Latin or Spanish took the PRAXIS II: Test of Content Knowledge 

and Productive Language Skills during the review period. According to additional 

information we received from the College of Education one Latin student passed 

PRAXIS in Fall 2008, two Spanish students passed PRAXIS in Fall 2008 and one in 

Summer 2009. 

 

During the review period one candidate in French, one candidate in German, one 

candidate in Spanish, and one candidate in Latin were awarded initial licenses.  

 

V. Assessment of Program Operations  

 

Exit survey from clinical teaching disaggregated by Area, Fall 2008, Spring 2009. 

 

The exit surveys from clinical teaching in Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 included responses 

for Latin and Spanish. Student teachers indicated whether they were Very Prepared (4), 

Adequately Prepared (3), Somewhat Prepared (2), or Not Prepared to perform 25 

different professional activities. 

 

Overall the average for all responses was above (3) Adequately Prepared. For 6: 

“Demonstrate a thorough understanding of content you teach,” was in both Latin and 

Spanish in both semesters (4) Very Prepared. The written responses regarding the Latin 

and Spanish program content courses were also positive. 

 

Written responses to several questions for both languages indicate a desire by the student 

to have more classroom experience, especially prior to student teaching, (for example to 

acquire classroom management skills). This is not easy to organize but should be 

discussed as a goal by the foreign languages programs and the College of Education. One 

response by a Latin student teacher mentioned the need for LING 4400 to better 

incorporate classical languages. We will discuss how to better serve Latin licensure 

students. The best option, clearly, would be more time in the classroom with an 
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experienced teacher.  If possible, one could offer at least a couple of tailored sessions 

with a Clarksville area Latin teacher.  

 

In Spanish all responses were (3) or better, except for a (2) “Somewhat Prepared” in 

Spring 2009 for #18: “Create a professional development plan to improve performance 

and to expand teaching repertoire to facilitate student achievement of the goal(s).” 

 

The data and written responses of the exit survey from clinical teaching clearly indicate a 

desire by the students to be more prepared for the classroom. Even though the charge of 

the faculty in Foreign Languages at Austin Peay is primarily to teach foreign language 

skills and content we nevertheless should try to find ways to share and teach the teaching 

of foreign languages.   

 

The data in the report for 2008-2009, as well as the number of FL students currently 

seeking licensure and enrolled this fall in LING 4400, or who are about to graduate as 

licensure students suggest that the Foreign Language programs are well on their way to 

increasing the number of licensed graduates over the current five-year period (2008-

2013).  

 

VI. Assessment System  

 

As requested last year, the College of Education provided us disaggregated data for 

several items which are very helpful in identifying areas that lag in quality, as well as 

changes and efforts that proved to be successful.  However, some of the data provided by 

the College of Education on PRAXIS scores and licenses awarded was not consistent 

with our departmental count, or with more detailed numbers that we received upon 

request.  ETS scores for 2008-2009 appear in the 2009 Data Retreat booklet with no 

indication of beginning and ending dates, or whether summer test scores are included in 

the data (i.e., September 2008-August 2009, or Fall 2008-Summer 2009). In that regard 

we would like to ask for clarification as to how ETS (especially PRAXIS) results and 

Licenses Awarded per year are counted.  It would also be helpful if we could receive the 

exact scores of each student taking the PRAXIS test of Content Knowledge, broken down 

by sections: Listening, Speaking, Structure, Reading, Writing, and Culture. 

 


